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I SAM. iv, 13. 

- Bis Heart trembled for the Ark 
of God, — — 



T 



I. '^' ■ ^IS fo natural for Men to daim tbe 
Divine Favour, in fpight of tbdr Im- 
pieties ; and when cbey diigrace the 
Saaduary, to rely upon the Oitfward 
Advantages and Immunities of it ; that Vis*no won- 
der if we have an emineiiit Inftance of tluy Prefiimp- 
ttea in the Hiflory before us r Aod 'tis to be fear'd 
^Ca(e is too much our own, to be (^ofident ol 
God*s Defence when we renounce him in our hivest . 
and toboaft of the Purity of our Aetigioo whea we 
flieiter our Vices under it. The Skate of the "imi^f 
Church was at this time acceedingly corrupted ; 
EU the Higfa'Piriell had the Spirit o^ Devioti^n, h^ 
not of Government ; and liis Skscts (that a^ed uode? 
him without controul ) were Moofters of Wicked- 
ne(s,and caus'd mtntoMtr th Oferi^seftheLordt t Sanh a. 17. 
from them the Cootagfon ran thtioi^h the Sacred 
Tribe ; and tfec Beo^ were so better fl»n the^^.v^' - : " 
Prieiis, ^ough ^as it conMioalyih^peQ^) full of 
Complaints againft them : JLettrdno^, and Ix^aan- 
perance, acid Oppee^ion^axid lofidenoe were not 
reftrainM even ty the Sight of the ^kry fjka'^^v^^^ 
fff4 th€ TMbmtak ; they tihat came ii«a««jS; «q iGod - '' '^ 
bad the leaft reverence fin^him ; And ^<Sakeclfic«$ 

thcjn- 
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themfelves wanted a new Expiation. In this 

— Ver, I. wretched condition Ifrael weftt out againfi the Phi' 

lifiines to battel ; and .being difarmM of God's Pro- 
teftion fell befoi'e them ; according to the ulual 
inethod of the pivipe Ju^ice to^giver^ a back- 
fltdihg People to the' Will of their Enemies. "Upon 
this Calamity what Coun{el.^o„th€ ^4e^(^j agree 
upon ? Is there a Solemn Day of Humiliation ap- 
pointed by them ? Do they relbrt to the Tabernacle 
of the Lord with Tears arid Supplications ? Do they 
bewail their own Iniquities, andthofe of thdr Fore- 
Fathers^? Do they repent of thofe Enormities: which 
provok'd God to abandon them to their uncircum- 
cifed Enemies ? -And do they enter into new Refb- 
Intions to ferve him with a perfeft Heart .? Nothing 
of all this that was fitting :to be done is to be met 
with here ; but inftead- thereof they demand with 

— Vir.i. xtiAignimQ^i Wherefore hath the Lord f mitten us to 
Jofli. 7. 13. ^li) before the Phiiiftims ? as if there was no aecurfed 

thing among them, ooicaufe for their God to fight 
againft them ; and that they might not fail ,of his 
intincibife help, they think of a newStratagan much 
eafier than Repentance ■ though this had been their 
only Refuge, and the certain way of engaging God 
on their fide.. The Ark of the Covenant, had an- 
ciently been enaploy'd in making Conquefts, and 
Jo(h.5.4,{yf. the Walk oi Jericho could not iland before it ; and 
therefore this miift be broi^ht into their Camp to 
make the Vidofi^ fiire. : Accordingly it comes, at- 
tended with uriiverfal Acclamations ; and the Phi- 
lijUnes thzta&lvQs were terrify'd at the approach of 

— Vet. 8, it ^ Wo unto us. ttho fiMlL deliver us^ out of the hand 

of thefe' might fQodff But (to fee theifl Succefs 

of 
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of impenitent Folly) the Ifraelites are cut down with 
a much greater Deftruftion than before ; and the Jrk 
: it {elf, that fhould have defended them, was taken 
Captive. 'Tis poflible, the Ark (though fbmetimes [ f^_ '4- j8« 
attending upon the Wars)eQuld tiot lawfully be carded 
into battle without a fpecial Commiffion from God, 
which was wanting here : but we need not feek further 
for the cau{e of this fatal Accident, than the Sins of the 
People unrepented of ; and it was madneis in them 
to prelume that God would be their Champion, as 
long as they retain'd their Vices in defiance to him. 
(While all this was tranlading in the Field, Eli con- 
tinues at SMlohy difquieted with milgiving and 
gloomy Thoughts ; C as pious Men are generally 
quick-fighted in forefeejngPublick Judgments ^ and 
when the Army was Jhoitting with vain confidence, — ^"' f 
he was trembling with holy fear : and that which 
evinceth his Piety and Sincerity, (notwithftanding 
his Remifiiefs in his Publick Station) is the Cha- 
lafter of him before us ; Lo, Eli fat upon a feat hy 
the way- fide watching ; namely, out of impatience to 
hear the Event , and uneafie, till the heavy Tidings , " 
came which put a period to his Life : but his prin- . 
cipal fblicitude was for God's Honour and Religion ; 
For his Heart trembled for the Ark ofGoL 

II. We know what mighty Veneration was paid 
to the Ark f by Gpd's exprefs fnftitution ; and that he 
gave it to his People to diftinguifli them from the ' 
Idolatrous World, both by a token of his extraor- 
dinary Tuition, and by referving them to himlelf as g^^^j ^ 
a-peculiar treafure. 'Tis therefore a ftrange Opinion * spmer. ue 
advanc'd by^/^fomp very learned Men, that the ^r/(:g^p*''-i"?. 

(toge- ' '^' 
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Hebr, p.s- (tosether w'v^ ihtCff&uhims a/Ghrfffverit} was 
no DCfter originally than of Pdga^ Extradion ; and 
that in accommodation to the Heathtft Superftitions 
they were introduc'd into the Jetviflf Religion. And 
truly if this were not of Divine Appointment, but 
o/ily a Politick Invention of Mo/es^ to comply with 
the Manners ofthejttw', of to form them after the 
fafhion of their Neighbours, the Conjecture might 
perhaps be piaufible : but how to reconcile it with 
the Divinity of his Law» and with God's fhewing 
Exod. a$. 9- him the very Pattern of the Jrk, I am utterly at a 
lofs. For that God (hould fepdrtue a People from 
I King. 8. 53. the reft of the World, and place their Holinefs in this 
Uvit. ao. 26. Septratioffj and yet frame their Worlhip after the 
Heathen Models ; that he fhould deliver them from 
the Perfecutions of Egypt, and infpire them with an 
Exod. 12. 12. averfion to it, and execute judginent Againft ail the gods 
of it, and yet fettle the Egyptian Rites among them,- 
that he (hould make (b many fences againft Idolatry^ 
Ezck. ao. 7. and particularly command them not to defie them- 
LcTir. 18. 3. ff^fes with the Idols of Egypt, nor to walk in the ordi' 
nances of it, and yet borrow his moft fblemn Cere- 
monies from thofe Idolaters ; and that he fhould 
cnaft fuch religious Cufloms as the Devil himfelf 
was the Author of ; thefe to me are fuch grofe In- 
congruities, as feem impoflible to confift with the 
Wiflom of God, and with the Authority of the 
*w.iWi.c.8. Holy Scriptures. 'Tis further foggefted, * That 
ftft.a, 3. jjjg j^ij, ^^ contriv'd in imitation ^JofepVs Coffin^ 
to \vhich divine Honours were given by the Egyp- 
tians : but fince there is no likelyhood of their 
having accefs to his Bones, ( that were only laid 
afide to be tranOated into the Holy Land) and be 

was 



Lower Houfe o/" C o n v o c a T i o n. 



Wasfoeafily forgotten by.them, as that tbey opprefs'd 
his Pofterity. under a Kjfg rvhich k»ew KotJpfeph.;ETiod. i.s, 
what fhadow of probability is there, either that tliefe 
Relicks were ador'd.by theoi, or that the ,Cheft in 
which they were preferv'd occafion'd the framing 
of the Jrk ? 'Tis in vain for Humane Curiofity 4:0 
fearch into the par|icular Realbns of God's ordaining 
every My ftical Ceremony ; and till, we fhall be, ad- 
mitted into the Holy of Holies above, we fhall not 
perfedly underftand .even the Figures 0/ )&e4i/c«/j'Hebr.9. 23,24. 
things. • But I (aniiperfuaded, thei^y^ was a Type 
of the Incarnation of the Son of God ; and accor- 
dingly the E-uangeliB C!Lith.o(himtJ(Tmvcoaiv Iv ifJuv, John i- 14- 
iSe dwelt among us, as in the Jetviffj Tabernacle ; and 
the Mercy-Seat. »pon_it was an intimation that all Exoi^' 2^21. 
the Mercies of . God .are conveyed to. us through 
Chrifi Jefus. ; in whole Natiie we are encourag'd to 
pray to the Father, as. the Prayers, of the Ancient 
Church were direfted towards the ^y/&. For this 
I fhall oblerve by the way, That all the Old 7efia- 
menty all the Subftance of Mofes and the Prophet s^ 
doth in Tome meafure relate to Ctoi?, andisaccom- 
plifh'd in him: though we do not always difcern (i?" '._ 
thefe Myfteries in it, becaufe in the reading of it there aCor. 3. 14. 
remains unto this day, even in the Chrifiian Church, 
a kind of vail untaken avoay. And I cannot but think 
the Book of God (after all the Commentaries that 
have loaded it for above Sixteen Hundred Years) 
'to be an heavenly Mine, comprehending many 
•Treafiires which are yet undifclos'd to us ; efpe- 
;t:ialiy as to the Spiritual {hi\CQ of the OldTeftament, 
^and the application of. it to Qur.. Saviour ; God 
"^referVing X as I prefume) the full Interpretation 
r ^ of 
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of his own Text for the Illumiaations of a brighter 
World. 

III. To return then to the jirk^ and to Eli\ 
paflionate concern for it, let us confider'the Grounds 
and Realbnablenefs of it, upon Two Accounts : 
( I.) With reference to the Digmty of the Jrk ; 
and, (2.) With regard to the Danger of it. In 
the F/>/ place, let us obftrve the Dignity of the Ark : 
And this will appear to us in Two refpeds ; i/, As 
it was the Symbol of God's Pretence ; and, 2dly, As 
it was the Center of the True Religion : And the 
Refult of thefe diiierent Views is this. That * Na^ 
tion cannot he haffy, nor fafe^ without enjoying God's 
Proteilion, and ntaintaining his Religion. The Ac- 
knowledgment of this Truth is what brings us toge* 
ther upon this Solemnity : and we are wretchedly 
infenfible of our languifliing £ftate, and of the juft 
Anger of Heaven againft us, and of the Devafta- 
tions which threaten other Reformed Churehesy if we 
fee not abundant Realbn to tremble for the Ark of God* 
The Prophet mentions a fFif»e-«/ of God's /«r/, and 

jer. 25. 15,17. faith, he took it from the hor£s hand, and made all 
the nations to drink it ; and this is the Explication 

— Ver. 29. of the frightful Vifion, / will call for a fword ufon 
all the inhabitants of the earth. And fuch a Cup 
feems to be now preparing for the World, if it 
be not prevented by early and univerfal Repen- 
tance : Which if we of this Nation refufe, and 
permit our Sins to weaken our Strength, we can- 
not but fear the Sword will have a new Com- 
miffion againft us; and then being for&ken by 
God, though we could bring his Ark into our 

Camp, 
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Camp, we Ihould fall a Prey to the Philifims, and 
D4goft would infult over us. 

IV. I begin with the Firfi Excellency of the Jrk^ 
as it was the Sytnbol of God's Prefence, and to which 
by Promife he did, as it were, contraO: his Immen- 
fity ; and from whence he manifefled himfelf to his 
Worlhippers, and utter'd his Oracles w^en con- 
fulted : There I mil meet with thee, (faith God toE^o^-^l-^*- 
Mofes ) and, I mil commuHe with thee of all things j 
and this was God's ordinary cuftora in fiicceeding 
Generations. Hereupon, from God's dwelling in the 
Arky 'tis conceiv'd, it went under the appellation of 
God himfelf: and though * fome are juftly afraid *^f'"'°''/^'^-/^- 
of granting fo much, (efpecially as to the incom- 
municable Name of Jehovah") yet being reprefented 
as God's Chariot f or that which his Glory ftooi upon, \P^P^- *'• 
it carried at leaft the awful Marks of a prefent Di- ' ^' 
vlnity. Who is able tofiand before this holy Lord God ? ' ^'"- '^' ^o- 
was the Cry, after a vaft flaughter for looking into 
it: znd when it fet forward, Mofes faid, (addreffingNum. 10.35, 
himfelf to the Majefty that refided therein ) Rife up, 
Lord, and let thine enemies befcattered : And when it ^^' 
refled, he faid. Return, Lord, unto the many thou- 
fands of Jfrael. Wherefore this could not but render 
the Ark exceedingly Venerable, that it was a vifible 
Teftimonial of God's fpecial ^Prefence ; who being 
an Omnipefent Spirit, that cannot imply the fixing 
of him to a place , but only a Prefence of Power, 
and Grace, and Benedictions ; and pofQbly too, his 
being attended with a train of Angels. This then is 
the confequent thereof. That God bleffeth and defends 
a People with whom he dwels : And fuppofing the 

B 2 , World 
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World to be governed by his Providemcy we tnuft 
acknowledge the neceflity of his ProteHion to fuc- 
pfai. 144. IS. ceed in any Enterprize : and H*fpy is that people 
that is in fuch a cafe ; yea, happy is that people tvhofe 
God is the Lord. To this purpofe I fliall briefly 
argue upon Tm Heads ; ( i . ) That we may be fecure 
in God ; and, .( 2.) That we can be lb in nothing 
elfe. I ft. That we may be fecure in God, may ap- 
pear upon Three undeniable Grounds ; That no 
Counlel can profper in opp:ifition to his Wifdom ; 
That no Refiftance can be made to his Infinite 
Fower ; and, That nothing can happen to us without 
hxs Determination, ifi. Tht Wifdom oi Godi, fetting 
before him in one view all the Labyrinths and 
fecret Motions of Nature , cannot fail of difcern- 
ing the proper Means and Inftruments to compafs 
what he intends : and whatever Projeds and Con- 
trivances and Preparations are contrary to his Plea- 
liire, he can baffle, and blow them up in a moment, 
though laid and concerted with the deepeft Policy : 
ifai. 44. 2$. He fruftrateth the tokens of the Ijars, and maketh 
diviners mad ; he turneth mfe men backv^ard^ and 
maketh their knowledge foolifh. If God promotes a 
Caule, he can indnuate by imperceptible Suggeftions 
what is fitted to be done : And on the other hand, 
he can infatuate the Counfels of Princes, and di(lra£t 
Jndg. p. 23. their Refolutions, and fend an Evil Spirit into their 
Cabinets : and confequently he can either bring their 
Machinations to effeo:, or overturn them ; either 
keep up the frame of a Nation, or diffolve it ; be- 
caule he hath the Hearts oi Kings, and the Thoughts 
of Councellors, and the Spirits of Soldiers, and the 
Devices of all Mankind fb entirely in fubjedion to 

him. 
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him. Again, 2dlyy The Power of God is irrefiftible ; 
and there is no contending with him, nor defeating 
any of his Purpofes : he created the Armies of 
Heaven and Earth, and commands them at his 
Will ; lVhe»^(J[mh he) / call unto them, they Jiandl^al 4^.13. 
up together ; namely, to teftifie the readinels of 
moving at God's Direftion. Wherefore, fince all 
the Creatures muft bend to an Omnipotent God, 
and this is his Declaration, My couafel (hall ft and, chap. 4,$. 10. 
and I will do all my pleafure ; we may conclude, that 
He only can be an impregnable Bulwark to us. 
^d/y. Providence orders and over-rules all Humane 
Affairs and Contingencies, and the turning of the 
balance is always from it : and this further evinceth 
the neceflity of fheltring our felves under God's de- 
fence ; becaufe otherwife he will be againft us, as 
never fitting unconcern'd in thefe lower Commotions. 
To give but one Inftance of this noble Truth, let us 
obferve that wonderful Prophecy concerning Cyrus f 
long before his birth ; Thus faith the Lord to his anoin- cbap. z^^. i, 
tedy to Cyrus y whofe right hand I have holden, tofuhdue 
nations hefore him : Forjacohmyferifant^sfakelhave 4. 
even called thee hy thy name^ though thou haft not known 
me : And let us but look into the Hiftory of that 
illuftrious Prince, and take notice how many Dan- 
gers, he efcap'd, and how difficult the fteps were 
to his Greatneft, and by what a contexture of fur- 
prifing Events he came to be the Conqueror of 
Babylon^ and to ere£t a new Monarchy, and thereby 
to become the Deliverer of the Jews ; and we fball 
have a clear conviction of, God's Determining Pro- 
vidence in what appears moft CafualtQ us. 

V. From 
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V. From thelc Confiderations it may be feen how 
difmal a Calamity it is to lole the Proteflion of God ; 
and how fafe s Nation is under this Refuge, and this 
alone. For, zdij/. Let us compare it with the Im- 
becillity and Deceitfulnefs of all Humajie Supports ; 
none of which can bear the weight of our Con- 
fidence, or juftifie our reliance upon them ; and much 

Jer. 17. $. lets exclufively to God. Trujii/t^ in mafty and makiftg 
flifb our 4rw, is branded with a Curfe by the Divine 

Job 26. II. Spirit : And when the filUrs ef heaven it kii tremble 
at God's reproofy which of the Creatures can we lean 
upon with alTurance P which of them can be an un- 
(hakcn Prop to any one of us ? Innumerable are the 
Confufions and Toflings of the World : and where 
there is a perpetual fcene of viciflitudes, what can bei 
trufted in ? and what reft can be bad out of the 

Qen, 8. J, Ark for the foot to ftand upon, i^hen the waters 
are moving on the face of the whole Earth ? What 
therefore is there in Men, or Angels, that can firm- 

ifa. 2 22 ^y ^^ depended upon ? may not they, tvhofe breath 
is in their nojirils, flip from under me, while I am 
refting upon them? may not their rcfolutions, or 
themfelves be chang'd ? may not their promifes va- 
niCh, and they too? and may not my very Guar- 
ditn Spirit be abfent from me, when I am perifh- 
ing for want of his help ? Again, as to National 
lalety, where can that be plac d but in Ibme over- 
ruling Caufe ? not in Military Preparations, for thele 
may be broken : not in Letgttes and MianceSy for 
thefe may prove inconftant, and falfe ; not in the 



Wifdoni of Stattf-men, for they may be divided, 
jj^ and their Counftl tw/i^i imo ¥M>iifbm/s ; and God in 

keth the 
Judges 
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Job 12.17.21. anger leadxtb counjellers away fpoiledy and maketh the 
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Judges Fools : Not in the Authority of Primes^ for 
they may have the Reins of Government, and the 
Sword of Juftice wrefted out of their hands ,• and 
God (for the punifliment of a Peopley/ founth con- 
tempt upoM Princes, and weakneth the firength of the 
Mighty. Wherefore this is the folid Foundation, 
upon which Publick Security is to ftand j Truly in 
vAtn is Sdvaiion hoped for from the Mountains, or 
from any created eminence ; truly in the Lord our Jer. 3. 23. 
God is the Salvation eflfrael. 

VI. Having thus confider'd the Arky as it was 
the Authentick Token of God's Preftnce ; let us re- 
gard it in the xd place, as it was the Center of the 
true Religion : for thither the Saxrifiets were com- 
manded, and the Prayers of the Congregation went 
conftantly along with them ; and to Worlhip be- 
fore it was in the Sacred Style to affear before the 
Lord. This all the Males of Ifr^l were obliged to 
do upon the Three great Soleninities : And becaufe 
fuch a confluence to tht Ark left their Borders Na- 
ked, and expos'd them to Invafions ; God (-who 
governs the Wills, and retrains the malice of Men^ 
preferv'd them by Annbverfary Miracles ; acoOTding 
to this Promife, Neither fball any Mm defre thy Exod. 34. 24. 
LanJy when thou fif alt go up to appear before the Lord 
thy God thrice in the year. That then which refults 
from hence to ourObfervation is diis. That theGhry^ 
and Defence of a People confifts in having God's fVor^ 
/hipf and Truth efiabli/ii'df andtncoura/d among them : 
And accordingly the Pfalmift reprelents the taking 
of the Ark in thefe terms, God delivered the firength pfal. 78. 61. 
oflfrmelinto Capivity^ And his Glory into the Emmies 

hanL 
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hand. For the plainer view of that Affertion, we 
may briefly confider Three Things, i/, That Re- 
ligion is the greateft improvement of humane Na- 
ture, and doth more diftinguifh it than all the En- 
dowments of Reafoa : and that which raifeth the 
Dignity of a Man, and gives him the moft Honour- 
able Charader, muft in proportion increafethe luftre 
oii Community. Learning, and Sciences, and Gon- 
queft, and Civility are very glorious to any Na- 
tion ; but Piety and Vertue are in God's efteem more 
fplendid Attainments : Hx tihi erunt artes^ this is 
the Praife and Renown that chiefly becomes a Chri- 
ftitn Kingdom, xdly^ Religion doth by a Natural 
tendency promote the Temporal Peace and Profpe- 
rity of a Nation : and this the Athei^ himfelf is 
conftrain'd to allow, and builds the very Scheme of 
his Principles upon this Suppofition : Foe by making 
Religion a Politick Contrivance to link Men toge- 
ther in the Bonds of Obedience, and Society, he 
cannot but own by confequence, that it mightily 
tends to the tranquillity, and union, and felicity of a 
People. And truly what can be happier for them, 
2 San. 23. 3. than for Princes and Magifirates to Rule in the fear 
of God, and to imitate him in clemency and gentle- 
nefs, and equity i for SuhjeSts to be quiet, and 
humble, and loving, and innocent towards one a- 
nother ; and for all Orders and Ranks of Men to be 
aftive in difcharging the Duties of their feveral Sta- 
tions ? And this is what Chrijii4nitj teacheth, and 
obligeth to; and Goolcience guided by it will incline 
every Man in his proper Sphere to live accordingly, 
and to advance the Common Good. 'Tis the pro- 
perty oiVtK to eat into.the faowek of a Kingdom, 

and 



LoT^^er H&Hfe of Convocation. 13 



and to draw after it a long train of Miferies atid Ca- 
lamities ; but Religion it « Tree ofL^e to them that Prov.3. '»• 
Uy hold. apoK her ; and a particulat benefit of it is 
the healing of Natiom. idly^ R.eIigion doth by a^^^-22.2. 
MotaI efficacy make a People happy, in that it enga- 
geth God to favour and pr.ote£t them ; his Prefence 
goes along with the Ark of his Teftintony ; and they 
that (erve him faithfully, have an efpecial Title to 
the GuardianQiip of his Almighty goodneis. It was 
no unreafonabie Demands to God, Lerdy wilt thou Ge». to. 4. 
fluy A Righteous Ntction ? and certainly the doing fb 
is not agreeable to the Maxims of his governing Fro- 
vidence : but as he puniCheth Combinations of Men 
in this World (where only they can be call'd to an 
Account) for their Publick Iniquities ; fo he equally 
rewards them fcJr tbdF Exemplary Vertues. This 
therefore is an Aphortfrn: not to be contradicted. 
That Righteduffiefs exdtetb a ui^ien, but Jin is a Prov. 14. 34. 
ref roach to any feofle. 

VII. Suppojfirig then, that pure and uncorrupted 
Religion is che ^eateft Bkffing of Mankind^, «s 
united into Psblick Bodies ;: (befides that much 
weightier Confideration of Eternal Life to every one 
that fincerely embraceth it) what more naturally 
follows from hence, than that good Men ought to 
be affeded as £// was, and to bii moft warmly con- 
cernM for the Ark of God? And fb'tis elffi where 2 Mac. 15. 18. 
laid of the jfewj, The care for their wives and ehii- 
dren and brethren was in le/(fi i accoani with them; 
but the greatefi and principal fear was for the holy 
Temple. For this Paffion (as it prevaiis in Men that 
have a due fenle of Religiom ) I (hall briefly fiibjoin 

C Four 
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Four Reafom : \Ji. Becaufe the Honour of God is 

Pfal. i6. 8. dearer to them than any thing elfe : Lord ( faith a 
great King) / huve loved the bahiution ofthj houfe^ 
and the flace where thine honour dtvelleth. And upon 
this bottom Mofti argues with God himfelf, not to 
jlij his People for murmuring ; becaufe otherwife 

Numb. 14. \%,the nations which hdd heard the fame of him would lay, 

1^' That he was not ahle to bring them into the Land oi 

Promife. Nay, upon the Sin of the Golden Calf he 

is fo earned for Pardon to them, that he begs God 

Exod. 32.31. to grant the Suit, or to hlot him out of his hook : 
offering himfelf Cas I conceive) a Sacrifice to God's 
Vengeance, rather than his Glory Ihould be di- 
minilh'd by carting oflf" a whole Nation, which he 
had redeemed by fo many Miracles. The ardent 

Rom. ;. 3. wi(h of the Jpofile to be accurfed from Chri^, for 
the Salvation of his Brethren, is of the like con- 
ftruftion j and no Paffion is ftronger in devout Souls 
than a Xgal for God's Honour : and this accordingly 
infpires them with onaffeQed Grief in all the 

jp«t.4.i7. Afflictions of the Church, w\\&n judgment begins at 
the houfe ofGody and his Ark is going into Captivity. 
A 2d. Reafbn is, Becaufe nothing is more valuable 
to good Men than what they exped: in a better 
World ; and defiring charitably for others what they 
juAly prize for themfelves, they conlequently make 
Religion their leading Care. Let it be granted, 
that there can be no competition between the Plea- 
fures of this Life, and thofe of Eternity ; and that 

Mat. \6. 26. no Man in his fenfes can be content to lofe his im- 
mortal Soul for the gaining of the whole World : 
and 'tis an eafie coniequence, that though a Nation 
be furrounded with aU that Luxury can defire, and 

(land 
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ftand like the Garden of the Lord, full of Plenty, and if"' $»• 3- 
Healch, and Beauty, and Chearfulnefs ; yet *tis in 
effed a barren and difconfolate Wildernefs^ if it 
hath not the Light of the Gofpel fhining upon it. 
idly. Another reafon of Concern for the Jrk may 
be this, becaule God's ProtelHoH is remov'd from a 
People together with his ?refence : and hereupon, in 
the ^ropheticleViC^ony the Glory oftheLorJdeparted'^'^^^'i^'-i^. 
out ofjerufdem, to prefignifie the Deftruftion of it ; 
And before * the laft Conflagration of the Temple a * /»/«/'*•'•<?• 
Voice was heard in it as from Heaven, Let us go ''' 
hence. Suitably whereunto we are told, there was 
a Pradice 't" among the Old Romans of employing^ ^'""^■^' i' 
Charms to call away the Gods of a City befieg'd ; " ^' 
and then they imagined it could not long hold out : 
and this Superfliition was grounded upon a Natural 
Truth, That the Strength of Cities and Kingdoms 
lies chiefly in the Divine Tuition. Accordingly we 
may obferve, that when the Jfraelites were terrify'd 
at the ^twsoitht Anakims, and dilheartned from 
their Expedition, this was the Argument to quiet 
them ; Fear ye not the people of the land ; for their Numb, 14. p. 
defence is departed from them, and the Lord is with us. 
Wherefore, if God departs from a Land, nothing but 
Darknefs and Defolation can follow : and Religion 
is the only way of retaining him. For though 
he fbmetimes permits impious Nations to grow 
powerful in the World, 'tis not out of Kindnefs 
to them; but to make them Rods fov the execu- 
tion of his Juftice, or for other fecret Ends that 
lie folded up among the myfl:erious Counfels of 
his all-wife and infcrutable Providence. Lajtly, 
Religion is the greateft Cbrnfortei* in all Di- 

C 2 ftreflTes, 
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.. • itrefles, and creates ^'^n inward S^eiiity in all the 

pfal. 94. ip. t^mpeftqous Diftufbaoces of Life : In the multitude 

of mi t&o^hfs within me ({aith the pen/ive Pfalmift 

to God) tl^ comforts delight my foul ': And therefore 

if this Confolation be removed from an affli^ed 

People, whither can tjiey go for Re/refhment ? and 

where can they h^ivf gny Refuge when the Altars 

themfelves art thvaw^ down ? If God^ Temple be 

open to us in the day of Adverfity, we can run in 

thither with our Te^rs a^ftd FetltioiKt> and caft our 

Addre^(^s $t hi^ feet, :9fi4. Qoniforti our felves at leaft 

^yith the fight of hisriWcr-^f-^f^ff .* but if his Sanftuapy 

ftiould be Onit wpi, and ihsiBc4«// 0/ Holht^fs 

pfai. 96. 9. cpver'd with % Cfei^ gjid we could haye no acceft 

. to God w^th oijir S^ri%:es and Prayers ; what miti- 

gatipa qoiild be h^ tp, 0^ Sorrows ? and what re- ~ 

mediy for ^leo abgflddn'd in fuck a hopelefs eftace? 

Wherefore, of jiU juflgmjsiits,. liiia is moft earneilly ; 

I Sam. 4.92. to t>e depr€<:gted., Th Gljtrj w defAKteik from Ifrael j 

for t^ Ark iff Qod is: Uken» 

c' . VIII. This bripgji) aie 50 a arf. FroQjfiS of the 
Arki «ajj\(|ly, 45 it fcm. tie. m ^nfgetf by ejlie ^ins of ,v 
thpfe who are in ppflgiKfin <rf: it? : and 'fo it aiftually 
went into captivity^ when the hekrt of ^ood Eli was 
trembling for if. A^Ejcordingly this is a proper Baquiry 
for us up^n this fearahing Qay^. How ^ar we may 
apprehend the Ipfiog pf (Jod'a^ri ? and upon what 
Pro^^pc^tiofl? he foeietiiws. feiBoves it from; a finful 
People ? Of this uofpeajkable Calamity I fball briefly 
affigQ. Five Caufes ; NAtim4 hnf&metieXi CsnPemft 
of^ i?ivipe Trnthy Pr^^ni^ of (kdis WorJkifi^Vfub*- 
riuk^ J^fViftpft^i %9Ai4l»{e eftbg.l^emioftSakvt^on. 1 

, 1/. This 
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iy2. This Judgment of God's remoyidg himfelf, and 
hisJrkt is fometimes inflided fbr Nationd Impeni- 
■feaeCf when God hath long waited in vain for Re- 
pdjtance of Puiliek Sins. For thefe '(by w hat Rules 
foevre^ computed) unlefs they be expiated by a pro- 
pOFtionkble Contrition, are generally piinifli'd iff 
this W^rld ; though Pet-femi Sim are re|erv'd to' 
another : and 'tis wOtthy Of our Refleatibn,that fome- 
times t^cy are ^/evo/i/V from one Age upon another,^ 
and f^om Fathers upon their Pdfterity : and fb the 
Judgments of God move like fome • Rweri with a 
lecret Stream ; running as it Were underground for 
'a long fpace, and then burfting oat at a diftance in 
another Generation. Which is not unjuft in God ; 
because he punifheth no Sinner beyond has demerits, 
though he m^y t^^<& the imfulfivei^aufe zxidoftrrv at d 
Inducefkent of his Visitation from a remof^t Sburce : 
and fb he led the Jem'ivAo^dhj^ohidt tfte Sins of J"-i5-4- 
Mamffeh, who was dead Ibng before;; and lie Anally 
deftroy'd Jerufdem for crBcifyin|; the Lord'ofLife^ 
when probably all the Acceflaties to it were un- 
difturbM in their Graves, and eoqld. not feel the 
eflTefl: of their own Rnpreeation, Mj^/oo^af ^e,o;!»»j,Mat.27.25. 
and on our Children. The QuefKpn then With God^ 
in vifiting of Nations iis not iMs, Wlen vt>ai the Sin 
committed? but, I/bw hath it ke^n J^epeat^d 0/ ? znd, 
W^at Atonement hath been made fairit? and unlefs aa 
Account be given hereof,* there can' be no faying, 
Surdf the bitttrnefs ofd&at^ itfap. I^or God's Juftice i Sam. 15. 32- 
muft'alwaysbe/4r«j5''</> beftjre there can be a rekAJjn 
fcem> iPeath : and Guilt unfbi^ivetr.js as eternal as 
the Flames which are to pijnifh it. Whefi therefore. 
God'^Sffnit bath been ftrivtf^w'i'Ai k People, and he Geo. 6. 3. 
1 hath 
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hath long refpited Vengeance in hopes of their 
amendment ; and yet fees his Long-fufFering and 
Goodnefs abusM ; and that inflead of turning to 

Mat. 43. 32. him, they fill uf the mtufurt of thtir iniquities ; 'tis 
ufual with him to proceed to the Decree of Excifton : 
as he did with the Oli World ; as he did with Sodorn^ ; 
as he did with ih&Amorites ; and as he did at lafl with 
his own Inheritance. To the lame tendency is that 

Rev. a. J. Commination to the Church of Efhefus ; I will come 
unto thee quickly^ that is, with a Vindiftive Intention, 
and wiU remove thy csndleftiek out ofhispUce^ that is, 
deveft thee of the Privileges of a Chrtftian Church, 
and withdraw my Graces from thee, and the brigbt- 
nefs of the Gofpel, exceft thou repent. Perhaps the 
reprefenting of a Church under the figure of a Golden 
CandleJ}icky might be in alluHon to that {acred Can- 

Exod.2j.31. dlefiick of pure Gold appointed by God intheXaber-. 
nacie : and 'tis very fit for us to obferve, that the 
Church, to which this kind Advice is given by Chriji^ 
did wifely comply with it, and thereupon continu'd 
for fbme Ages in much Glory and Peace; though now 
'tis extinguifli'd with the reft of the Seven Churches 
of JJia^ who& CanMe^icks ire in a manner remov'd 
out of their places, for a Warning to othex Cl^ifiiatt 
Churches that will not repent. 

IX. A 2d. Caufe of God's removing bis Ark, is the 
Contempt of DivineTruthj and the Untjer valuing of 
Reveafd Religion, and of the Hofy Scriptures : And 
when we treat them with Scorn andNicenefs, or 
( which amounts to the fame Affront ) with Sceptical 
Pride and Curiofity ; when we difpute againft their 
If>fpiratio»i and reprefent it as an indiferent mat- 

ter 
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ter to believe them or not, to be of this or that Reli- 
gion, or of none at all ; 'tis juft with God to deprive 
us of them, and not to aft pturls btfore [wine that willviit. j.6. 
trample them under their feet. No Monarch will en- 
dure the defpifing of his Royal Proclamations : and 
we cannot think that God is lels jealous for his Holy 
fVord. The Tables of the Law were kept in the Jrk, 
to intimate what value God was pleas'd to ftamp 
upon them : and by his appointment every King was 
to write for himfelf a Copy of the Law^ and to read it ^"*- ^l' i8. 
Carefully, to the end ((aich Mofes) that he may prolong '9'*°* 
his days in the kingdom : and when one of thefe Books 
was accidentally found under Jofiah^ he expreffeth all 
the Reverence for it that could poffibly be ; and Great 2King.22.13. 
( faith he ) is'the wrath of the Lord that is kindled a- 
gainft us, becaafe our Fathers have not hearkened unto 
the words of this Book. The locking up of the Scri- 
ptures, and taking away from the People the key <?/'"Lukc u. 52. 
knowledge, may equally deferve the Anger of God : 
and poflibly by his infliSiion, the other Corruptions 
of Rome are owing to this, and have made it doubtful 
whether that governing Church be Chriftian or Anti- 
chriftian. And I fear, the Reforntationj by opening 
the Scriptures, hath not fecur'd them from contempt : 
for how can their Authority ftand, when one objefts 
againft their Style, and want of Eloquence ; and ano- 
ther againft their difagreement with ^S/^ewJ-of Phi- 
lofbphy, and new Theories of the Creation ; and ano- 
ther affertSjthat They were adapted to thefalfe Notions 
of a mean People condemn d to Morter, and uncapable <if 
Truth ; and another, That they were net written- by thp 
guidance of the Holy Gboft ; and another, That they 
difcaver ao My ft eriesj no mope than what Reafonis 

Matter. 
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Maftcr of; atid another, That the knowledge of 
them is not ueeeffdiy to Salvation ? Is not this daring 
way oi luifettUaigBe'velMthff one <i(thQ ?ub\kkSitt$ 
which this Day excites us to the bewailing of? And 
doth it not become the Zeal of this Andiettce $o ejed^ 
Aft. 7, 38. the Spirit of Innovation and Infidelitj^ and to refcuc 
the Word of God, and the Orackt of Lif« ? 

X. A. -^d. Caufe of God's withdrawing himftlf 
and his^rir from a People, is the Frofhiningof hit 
W^^if : and this was the flagrant Enormity which 
made it a Spoil to the Enemies of God under Eli's 

I Sam. :. 29. Adminiftration : the kicking at the Sacrifices of God 
was chargM upon him ; and wherath^ do not 
atanef they leave an acceflion of Guilt. And fb re* 
markable was God's Seventy, in his Gafe, that he 

Jcr. 7. 13. di^lays it as a Pattern after many Ages ; Go ye now 
unto my place which WAS in Shiloh^ where I fit my name 
at thefrfiy and, fee what I did to it, for the wiekidnefj 

PH. 78. 60. cf my feopleJfrael : that is, God forfook his Tabernacle 
here^ and the Ark never return'd thither again* And 
truly when a Church doth as it were excommunicate 
it felf, by corru{Miog God's. Worlhip, and polluting 
his Saa£luary ; 'tis no wonder if he fhuts it up, and 
.takes away his^ Candleftick, for being defiled with 
-unhallowed Tapers^ and filling his Temple with 
5tencb. To ferve, God acceptably the Offerer muft 
be flncere, and the Offering commanded by him : And 
therefore when his Worfhip is defecrated by fond 
Inventions^ or by common Hypocrify and Formality ; 
•and when tlK Vices of a Nation are brought into 
the Houle of God , he may ^uAIy difdain the r&- 
ceiviflg from it any more Oblations. The Calves oif 

Jeroham 
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Jeroboam exterminated the Ten Tribes ; and Judnhwas 
driven from her Holy Places for the Pollationsof them : 
and whoever is the gre^ -^»f/<r^'//?, 'tis one of his 
Charafters, That he fipteth in the Tempk of God. 2 Thef. 2. 4. 

XI. 4/^/7, Divifions and Conteniioas about Reli- 
gion are another Caufe of Defolation to it : and if 
a KJngthm-dividei igainft iffelfcamotfiatrdy neither.M^t. 12. 25. 
can a Church. How famous were the Churches of 
Jfritk in the moft flourifhing'times of Chriftianity ? 
and how many eminent Luminaries have they pro- 
duced ? and yet they are now overfpread withTt/iii&o- 
OTe^4» Darknefs : and how indifceroible are the foot- 
fteps of their ancient Glory ? And of this aftonilhing 
Change, and difmalApoflacy, I believe the Separation 
of the Donatifts was the primary and moft fatal caufe. 
Peace, and' Charity, and Mutual Communion are 
the Original Conditions of the Cbriflian Church; 
and if 'tis mangled and disjointed, 'tis not properly 
that Body of which our Saviour is the Head,: and 
therefo^e^Sc/&//5»y do even infli£t their own Pjunifli- 
ment, and deprive? Men of the 'hienefits. of Religion, 
as well as incline God to. do it m a. Judicial w^y- 
//*({aith St. Paul) ye bit ^ and devour one another ^ take oai. j. 15. 
heed that ye he not confumed one of another ; and To the 
Jetvs aftually were, in the final Devaftation of the 
City and Temple, which was haften'd more by the 
Faftions mthin the Walls, than by the Roman Afmy 
without. And 1 am afraid, the Declenfion of.the 
Pro/e/?4/?f -Strength (which for ib& lafi Century hath 
been miferably^finking) hath notrifen fo much from 
otitt^ard Perfemtion^ -(^thQU^ xhsit hath. l?eea very 
Sanguinary) as from the unhappy D/^ere«cej of 

D thofe 
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thofe that pretended to march under the fam& 
Standard : And that they will be too feeble for the 
Rev. 12. 1 J. Common Enemy ^ (who is afiing a flood out of his 
mouth ) without flrifter Bonds of Spiritual Vnion 
among themfelves. 

Xir. LAflj^ Th^ Abu fe of the Meam of SAlvAthn^ 
and Unfruitfulnefs under them, doth often provoke 
God to withdraw them : And 'tis what our Lord^ 

Mat, 21. 43. threatens to his own People, The kingdom of God, 
( that is, the Gofpel, with the rich Privileges of it ) 
{hall be taken from yott, 4ftd given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof. To this effedl the Parable, 
which hath been let before us this Morning, is worthy 

Luke 13.^, to be reviewed : God planted in his vineyard a fig-tree, 
(that is, the jfenv/^ Nation^ and waited for the fruits 

7, of it : and after Ibme years findi/tg none^ Cut it down, 
(faith he) p>hy cumhreth it the ground ? But thedrejjer 
of it ( that is, poffibly the Son of God, or one of his 

8, Minifters ) intercedes for a little refpit ; Lord, let it 
alone this year alfo, till I have fpent more pains about 

$. it J Jnd if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after 
that thoufbalt cut it doipn. From whence we may 
perceive what Improvement God expeds from us, 
and how diligent we ought to be in doing good : He 
hath condcfcended to cultivate us with much induftry, 
and with-holds nothing that might make ustoHouriQ}, 
and hath eocompals'd us with all the furtherances to 
Salvation ; but if we are barren, and deceitful to him, 
and defeat the utmoft trials of his Patience, there can 
be no place for us any longer in God's Vineyard. And 
certainly, when God vifits a Nation for Mercies ua- 
improv'd, and for flighting his Word and Sacraments^ 

his 



Lower Houfe «/ C o N v o c a t i o n. 35 

his Execution will be very terrible : Tou ontji (faith he^ Amos j. 2. 
hive I known of till the f»miUes of the enrth ; therefore 
I will pttmjb you for nil your imquities. 

XIII. And now to conclude with fome Inferences 
from what hath been laid : Firfi^ Confidering how 
necelTary to us God*s Ffote^ion is, let us fecure ic 
as well as we can, and be careful not to unqualifie 
our felves for it. And if our unworthinefs of it 
diCheartens us, let us do as the IfrieHtes did, upon 
God's reftifal to go with them : they mourned, /«WExod.33.4, 
fiript themfehtes of their ornaments^ and were afliduous 6, 
in Humiliation and Prayer; tifl God aflured their 
Leader, My prefence fiixU go with thet, and I will give 14. 
thee refi. ' Pis a^i one to God, to proteO: us by yifible 
Symbolsy or without them ; and accordingly the ^rA 
it felf was confum'd at laft, and the * Second Temple * Buxtorf.mfl. 
had nothing in lieu of it, but only for atime the Pre- ^'^''' ^- "• 
fence of Chrijl ■: and therefore as long as God is 
prefent with us, and attends to our Prayers, we may 
truft in him with as much confidence, as if we ftill 
had that outwardGlory in which he anciently appear*dl 
But let our Repentance prepare us for this Bteffing ; 
and let us be early in quelling our National Sinsy the 
Foes that lurk within our gates, and are moft dan- 
gerous to us : for otherwife they will intercept our 
principal Aid, and hinder our Prayers frcim having 
admiflion to God, and God himfelffrom coming to 
our help : and then what can be the Event, but that 
the Glory will depart from us ? What the Sins are 
that are moft obftruftive to our Publick Peace, 'tis 
the bufinefs' of the Day to 'enquire impartialiy ; . 
and to difpoffefs them {if it-cart'bejdode) iy Prayer Uit- >7-2i. 

Da affd 
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and Fafting. And this may be obferv'd, That the 
better Men are, the more they are grjev'd for the 
Publick Corruptions, and are more fenfible of them 
than others that live within the Infedion ; as one 
that dwells in an Hofpital among Difeafes is not (b 
quickly offended with unhealthful Steams, as he that 
comes out of a pure and untainted Air. There is 
indeed among us fuch an odd mixture of Hjpocrify 
with Prophaaemfs ; oi Spiritual Sins with Carnal Im- 
purities ; of over-doing in Scruples with making no 
Confcience of any thing ; oi conten4ing about Forms 
with def piling of all iVor/hip; and of a counterfeit Zs^al 
with bold Irre/igion ; that 'tis not foon difcernible 
where we are to kgin ir\ reforming our felves. But 
this is a certain Rule, That every Man is to begin with 
bimfelf: and 'tis our duty and wifdom (as we expe£l 
the favour of God ) not to delay this Work. And 
therefore to apply in a moral fence what Mofes faid 
Exod. 32. 29. upon the occafion of the Golden Calf ; let us confecrate 
our felves to day to the Lori^ every man upon his Com- 
panion and Friend, upon his familiar Luds, and 
darling Vices ; that he mty befiorv upon us a hleffing 
this day. 

XIV. Secondly^ Confidering that the great Felicity 

of a Nation is to have the True Religion eftablifli'd 

in it, let u« put a grateful Value upon thq Communion 

of our Chyrch ; and bleft God for the ioeftimable 

* Ecciefiam Advantages of. it ; and improve them fb w,eH as to 

*"*'/ ^^"^ l^^j^. procure the conti;iuaJ Prefervation of tbem. From 

wlm,'utadfl^ Foreign Churches * it hath not wanted ample and 

temuqwmdam iuH Applaufe ; and they have made it their Com- 

^Xlipl °^o" Sanduary in the times of Diftreft. i and had it 

found 
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found equal Juftice at home, it might have been a f«"f axcedat, 
ftronger Bulwark to the Refornid Religion^ ^nd plac'd urveZlcefH', 
k above the prefent Danger of a Confederacy againft vei defeih p/c- 
it. For thofe Churches we are now praying, ^^ l^u^' ffj^^^ 
:Well as for our felves ; the fame Faith uniting us, o^i n.Ueu- 
as well as the fame Peril : And as to other Matters, ''"1'^ '"' fn- 
' give me leave to add the Wifb Kfc. 

• ^ndf. Rtff. <td Mclm. Epift. I. gf Qpg ^f , ^ q^j. Pj-elatCS, who £licaiia, ut iUi 

«,/#.. torn e£i apud „« M.f«* was tHB grcat urnament or nis ^^ ^^/j,;,^,^^ 
firm«n, "ix^V^J!"^' ~ Age J Caw £«/e/?« ow;?i^«J /?C- invidem, f^e 

ai rmrtm, mftitittiim^ Ecclcjm O ■> _ ^ n ■ ir \ ■ • i »««.» ;■ 

^pcftdict. N« tanenfimfira di- formattS hoite ttUime CUpiO, td CU' '''">'", ex a.m- 

fmc ti fdm no,, Jit. vet ^uidji^c pio, ut regmeit, Ordimmque mn tWe niam co- 
Znli^A'TJ^ik^:'-. 'tliufn, qitam quern nobis Urgitusg^''t'<r kudare: 
Brrw, fit, ^"i ff-^/» .'""'£''■ , e/t Deus, tllis quoque largiatur.ZvJ'VJ-^"^ 

NoJ «m fimKS lUt ferra : latum .J > 2 3 d> W remotlffimiS 

i„tcrifiadifirima,f>m»>ut. paefi Let US tHcn rccommend au terns pofnaEc 

ttJZ^^^^)^ of them to God's. Powerful '„2T""'"''- 

Ll»^^^t^'V-'^"»'> *- Defence- and fuch of them , i '"Z"^' '"'" 
^JJm,mmKsWdi<imdm. JJeicnce , ana lucn or v^t\n tu& xehimen- 

Upcmre. Hmtfi hoc damn^evijiram gg gj-g PerfeCUted, tO the DivinC "U''"^ CUpiant. 

^'^^^■'l7u7XMf Comforts : let us be Wgritvdl^^^^^f: 
tr^T:%%:^:iTi'i for the affHaions o/Jo/eph, and cohn.. ■"" 
adekd.Epift.ii. that may prevent our own : Quid jucm- 

11 Amos 6. 5. and let it be our Prayer, That God ^'"^/f^i'^ww 
ifal 44. 25. would /4; to the cities cf'Judah,Te {ball be EccTep^C^Z, 
built y and 1 mil raife up the decayed places S^^ d-iihinam 
Ezra 1. 1. thereof; and that he would ftir up the^^^^lZmE'l^ 
fpiritof a.Cyrusj. to gather all his Churches out oi' ckf,a fa-jem 

" attendas, Apo- 

Mtco xvo, & proximis feculii fimillima videatur .' Voff. Epift. 43. AngUcuMm ega 
\Ecekfiam, exotids, prawH fuperjiitiofis cuhibus, ermMfque aut impiii, m pericuhfis 
effegie ex fcripturarum csUflium noma purgatam, tot tdmqut iltuftribui martyiis probatam, 
pietate in Deuniy in homines charitate, kuditiffimifque bonorum operum exempHs abundantem, 
Ixtifftm daS'igimrum, ac fapientiffimorm lirormprovemujum i Reformatiom principip ad 
bodierna vfiue tempora floreniem, eqmdem ea qua debut loco, ac mtnero habui haSenks, 
ac dum vivam, habebo. Teftesmex hujus de pneftrntiffiml ilia Ecclefid exijlimatmis pajfemy. 
lmd»re mn piucos, nequf commnendos yiios, Dal. de Colt Latin. 1. 2. c. i. 

., , Captivity; 
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Captivicy ; and inveft him with this Comtniflion, 
Ifai. 4J. >3- / have raifed him uf in righteoitfnefsy and I wiB ^ire^ 
all his ways : he (baB build my City, and he jhall let £9 
my caftives. And for our felves, the beft Argument 
for om Communion will be to evince the Pre-eminence 
of it, by the Conftancy of our Worjbify and the 
Unblameablenels of our Deportment^ and the Large- 
neft of our Charity : and then fuch as fpeak againft 
I Cor. 14. 2$. us will be forced to confefi, that God is in us of a 
1 Pet. J. 12. truth; and may, hy our good works which they [baU 
behold^ glorif.e God in the day ofvifitation. Particu- 
larly, let us of the Clergy demean our felves with 
that Piety and Devotion towards Gody that Charity 
and Innocence towards all Men, that Obedience aod 
Fidelity towards the Kf>fgi that Dutifulnefs and 
Refpeft towards the Fathers of our Church, that 
Concord and Amity towards the Brethren of our 
Order, that AfFedion and Watchfulnefs towards the 
People committed to us, and that Tendernefs and 
Compaffion towards ilrofe that are feducd from us^ 
which becomes our Body, and may tend to the Ho- 
nour and Support of that Excellent Church which 
we are confecrated to the lervice of. 

XV. Thirdly, Confidering how we ought to 
tremble in all the Perils of the Ark, let us ( as we 
have been Praying ) implore the Divine Grace, 
That we may ferioujly lay to heart the great Dangers 
vte are in by our unhappy Divifions : and let us ask our 
own Confciences, Whether we have not deferi'^d, 
that God fbould take away his Gofpei from us ? 
We may be allow'd to lay, God forbid ; and fo the 
Luke 20. itf. Jews did, when Chrift told them, that God would 

give 
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give his v'tmy^rA to others ; and yet they drew the 
direful Sentence upon themfelves. But what were 
the Eaftern and Jfrican Churches deferted for ? was 
it becaufis they had more Diflentions, and wilder 
Seftaries ?■ was it becaufe they more prophan'd the 
Worflhip of God, and more difregarded his Holy 
Truth ? was it becaufe they were more Impenitent 
for Publick Sins, and more Unfruitful under the 
Means of Grace ? I fear, we have not lefs Guilt, 
though God's Severity hath been lefs upon us : And 
what can the reafon of this difparity be, but that 
the goodnefs of God leads us to refentance? and thou Rom. 2. 4. 
affliSied and toffed Churchy continue thou in this good- Uai. -i^. u. • 
nefs; otherwife thou alfo jbalt he cutoff. But what Rom. 11.22. 
are we to do for the Security of the Ark ? we muft. 
not touch it with unclean hands ; and though 'tis 
tottering, we muft not hold it up without Authority : 
but let every Man within his own bounds contribute 
what he can towards the Reforming of the World, 
and the upholding of Religion. And if our Divi- 
Rons and Quarrels endanger us, (as they certainly do) 
let us enquire who hath kindled them ? and if Men 
have done it, let us in meekm^ inftru£i them better : 2 Tim. 2. 2*. 
if it be Gody let him ( as D^w-ai fpeaks ) acceft an iSzm. 26.19- 
offering. All Men decUre themfelves for Peace in 
Religion ; but the Articles, of it are the grand diffi' 
culty : and it cannot be lafting, if it be not founded 
upon Truths or Charity; if it doth not gain the 
Mind, or the Affeilions : and while the feeds of 
Difcord remain, 'tis rather watching for an oppor- 
tunity of falling out, than laying down of Arms. 
There may be Jee^iftg Peace with inward Animo- 
fities : but 'tis as treacherous as Ife y a compade4 

Surface 
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Surface for the prefent,* and the next change of Wea- 
ther breaks it in pieces. And truly our Domfiiek 
DiffercKces have lb weak a foundation in Confcience, 
that *cis the harder to tamper with them : and if 
Confcteme is not the wounded part, to apply Sttif- 
faciion to it, is but laying of a Plaifter at a diftancc 
from the Sore. And when every Seit hath been 
heard againft our Church, I am convinc'd, thefe 
Four Affertions canrtot be overthrovvn : i/?, That 
our Church hath fiJrni(h*d us with all the Helps nc- 
celTdry to Salvation : xdljy That rt impofeth no 
finfiil Terms oiCommunion, nothing to juftifie «Se^4ri«- 
* Siiohftau-tioit from it : ^dljfj That ^ Epifcopacj^, arid a 
'fi^iT'^ic^gf,' kttkd t Liturgy, are. very great Advantages to it ; 
«5r ivcT'hi^e^ ^thljf, That our Publick Prayers are the moft Edt/f- 
p.,j,ijmi,poa^^ j^^ Devotions that can be found in any Church. 
getjtberi pr*- For tliefe Very Prayers, and the Prefervation of fuch 
d:ue Efifcop> a Church, wc cannot be too importunate before the 
TirSZ: Throne of Grace : and if by Repentance we can 
Moiin.Ep. m. diflipate the Cloud that hangs over it, and defend our 
j'^^^^P''"'^-^"- Church by her own Devotions, 'tis the nobleft Em- 
(?ri/B/in</ii«x,ployment we can be upon. And let us then betake' 

qkoi Apiftelt, 

^ eorum ai^Morei exennerant, ad PnsfiJes trantit: & he efl, cur Eptfe'^pas Apoflolorum 
fiKcefo'es vocet Cfprhoius, (^ alij. In ElcSiotiibus fepe vAueric, quod doUiiium efl^ 
gratii aula, fedith plebtt, arcana lundiMtiones. At non prpterea int^rcidip- ordinath 
per EpiCeopot cigtfque temporit, adillos ab .^ftolis faSos Epifcopffs ffaadtnt '..aut fi alicubi 
intercidit, id vitium pafiei flJifum eti ah aliis Ecitefiis\ legflirra ordmthnis trtmitem 
retintmibMs. Vbi is ordo abrnptus efl, ethmfi in dngmatibus nihil effet culpa, numfefbim 
tr»t vitium Schifm:it!i ; ut in N'avati, ^ paniti fane. Refifcitent, fti volen', damnamm 
ab Ecclefia univeifJ Aeri] dogma ; nunqutmdelebHnt, Hovis lib/is, veteris,X$ per omnet terras 
recepti maris metmriam. Grot. Rivtt. Apol. DifcLC* ' 

\ Vcterem iUam veftram Limrgi.n legi Mttrffiffimi. Efl autemiOt fane talis, men jtidieia. 
Ml in rnultis \e!um vere Chriftianum incendere, iS 'fdem e^aciffime f overt afti natafa; 
in diis omni yene>io vacet : univertr,.illibaia religioney CJ non motb fire confcieniu uSo 
vulrere, ftd ettim cum admodim memordbili pi^atis fru8ii, telebrari, if ufitrpari pofir. 
AmyraJd. Epift. ad R. Carolum II,' . - .^ ^ . : 

— - - our 
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our felves to the Advice in the Prophet ; Comey my Vu. 26.20. 
■people J enter thou into thy chdmhers, and (but thy doors 
about thee ; and hide thy f elf for a moment, (in 
Frayef and Humiliation^ until the indignation be 
overpalf. . j - 

. . , '->-- .; • 

XVI. Lafily, Let it be.confider*d, that though 
wfi could be certain-.of having the Jrk ofGod-ilWiys 
with us ; y^ wq fbould not be nearer to Him, nor ro 
Evei;lafting, 811% unlefs our Adorations towards i* 
were pure, .and puf Lives anfwerable thereunto; 
And let us thus maintain the Greditf of our Churchy 
and then the Luftre of it will not be impair'd by any 
Eclipfe. We diink our Religion is the.beft in the 
World ; and if it be fb, let not thofe that haVe a worfe> 
outftfip^us in any Vertue : ,Jet us ftrlve to excel them- 
in Zealand integrity, in Peacefulneis and Modera- 
tion, in Probity and Temperance, and in fruits 
of Piety and Mercy : and let all Contentions ceafe, 
but only this, who fliall be moft forward in exalting 
God's Honour, and doing good to Mankind. If this 
Emulation grew warm ainong us, and God would 
be mdv'd by our Supplications to take into his own 
bands the Work of Reformation ; we might then 
recover our Happinefs out of the RubbiQi, and raife 
a Temple of Peace that would lafl: to many Genera- 
tions : we might then fee the Completion of many 
glorious Prophecies, which hitherto feems to have 
been retarded by our Sins ; and we might lee 
Jntichrifl abolifh'd, and the Kingdom o( ChriB in 
full Splendour, and Righttoufnefs coming down like pfai. 72. 6, 7. 
fboweri that water the earthy and abundance of peace 
fo long as the moon endureth. I fear, many will fay, 

E (m 
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Numb, 24. 2} Yin defpair of fudh-a Revolutioa^ Aids, Mphojbstl 
live tvhex Godioth thisf But fuch aGolde^ ^e, if 
.'cis above our prefeoc Ha^y yet is not abover our 
J^'aifbf nor above our Prarers. 'Tis at lea ft incur 
own power ^with the ordinary fuccours of* Divine 
Graced to make the World much happier than it is ; 
and to open a New Age in fuch a manner, as to atone 

irai. II. 13. for the filemifhes of the Ldff : and then Efhr/iim 

vfOuU not euvy Jodth, nor "Judth vex Efhrditn ; then 

— Ver. 9. there would be t$o hurting nor deftpofing in GodV holf 

pfaL 85. 10. mountain ; then mercf And truth rpould meet together^ 
righteoufnefi and peace would kifs each other } and then 

Rev. 21. 3. we might be prepared for. hearing this great ^oiee out 
ofheavaty Behold, the Tahernaele of God is with men^ 
and he will dwell with them, and they jhall be his people, 
tad God himfel/Jball he with them, andhe their God. 



FINIS. 



A CatalDgae of B O O K S. 

TIJE Daily Office for the Sick, corppird out 
t?f the Holy Scripture, and, the Liturgy of 
"^our Church : With bccafional Prayers, Meditations 
aud Dire£}:ions, and atl Officer of Thankfgiving for 
'']^6covery. 

■ The Catechifm of the Church, with Proofs, from 
the iv^ew Teftament, and fbme additional Queftions 
and AtiRiTtt'S, divided into Twtlve Sedions, for the 
Ufe of a Parilh in Lo»«/tJ«. 

, A Vindication of a Difcourle, entituled, The Prm- 
tiples »fjit,he CyprtAmek Age, with regard to Efifcopd 
Vmet wA '^mifJicHon : Wheceiii, befides a great 
many Things more briefly confidEi^'d,The UlefulneS 
of fixing the Principles iot the Cjiprunkk ^& is luc- 
cin£lly reprefeoted ; The main Coatroyerfy between 
thole of the Cfiurch and the Presbyterians is fully 
ind diflindly ftated '■, Their main Si^terfu^es are 
utterly overthrown ; LargerSupplemientjSiare added to 
the Principles of theC^yfriamck Jlge^ The CyprUnick 
Epifcopacy is fbewn to beihcbnfineht with a Papacy ; 
And it is demondrated that Epiiqopal Goveriimeni; 
was uiliver&Hif^ deUvf re^ , to be of i)/w»« .R/^J^ in 
the Days of St. Cyprian, " , ; 

jAUThree Pfhtidfor Robert CSavcIl, *f the Peat:oc&. 
w */. Paul'j Church- Yard. 
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